
 
 
Nehna wel Amar wel Jiran ends in Beirut & sets off for Hammana! 
 
As Collectif Kahraba promised, Nehna wel Amar wel Jiran Festival – “an invitation to 
those who long to create beautiful moments, those who believe that beauty and 
poetry are important to our lives” - indeed brought to life the Vendôme Stairs in 
Beirut’s Mar Mikhael . Over two consecutives evenings, on Tuesday 29th and 
Wednesday 30th, hundreds of spectators came to discover artistic works of 
exceptional quality, over 25 theatre and dance performances, concerts, exhibitions, 
readings, film screening and other get-togethers. 
 
The atmosphere - friendly, joyful and creative- is best described by the audience “it’s 
making us love Beirut all over again”. The festival, which emerged in and around the 
Vendôme stairs in Beirut back in 2011, has maintained free access ever since, thus 
succeeding to gather diverse audiences from all over Beirut and beyond. 
 
The programme presented within this multidisciplinary festival is part and parcel of an 
edition that places stronger emphasis on visual works through film and exhibitions. 
Some of the works include “Geographies” by Chaghig Arzoumanian, which was 
presented to an engaged public at the courtyard of the Armenian School. “The 
Elephant Your Majesty…” took place at the same location, a theatre performance by 
the Action for Hope Theatre Company and directed by Chrystèle khodr. Across the 
stairs and up the road, Khouloud Yassine brought her “Heroes” to the Public School, 
a dance performance focusing on the rise and fall of different kinds of people with 
popularity, and Corinne Skaff & POST.TRAUM Collective premiered their dance 
piece “Dust of Myths” to the encounter of the audience. Lovers of music were able to 
gather around different music performances as “Garabala” and various music 
interventions by the Lebanese National Conservatory of Music as well as Badguèr. 
Other performances, exhibitions, storytelling, and readings further animated the 
evenings with powerful presentations, closing with the explosive Syrian rock trio 
“Tanjaret Daghet” to an audience eager for more. 
 
For the fist time, Nehna wel Amar wel Jiran Festival 2017, continues in Hammana – 



the new base of Collectif Kahraba as founding partner and artistic director of 
Hammana Artist House. Two more evenings of art and culture to all are on the 
programme for this coming weekend, 2 & 3 September, starting in Hammana Artist 
House and expanding across the public spaces of Hammana. 
	
To download high-resolution photos of Nehna wel Amar wel Jiran 2017,  
please click here. 
To download the full program please click here. 


